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What is the Nathaniel Award, re-
ally? 

 Is it a way to recognize those who 
have gone above and beyond the call 
of duty in the name of 
justice? 

Yes.

 Does it honor those 
who have demonstrat-
ed a strong commit-
ment to the legal com-
munity? 

Definitely.

Is the award given to 
individuals who moti-
vate others in the pur-
suit of justice?

Absolutely. 

 It is all this and much more. The 
Nathaniel Award, as I see it, offers us 
the opportunity to say “thank you” to 
members of the legal community who 
have given so much of themselves to 
their respective causes. When other 
mere mortals would say “enough,” 
Nathaniel Award candidates boldly 
(maybe stubbornly?) plod on in an ef-
fort to make a difference. We wonder 
where these people possibly find the 
time and the energy to accomplish the 
things they, in fact, do accomplish. 
This is the mystery often confounding 
our Advisory Panel in the Nathaniel 
Award selection process.

What would Mr. Raymond say?
 Who, then, to look to for inspira-
tion in nominating Nathaniel Award 
candidates?  Why not the individual 
for whom the award is named – Daily 
Record founder and Rochester pio-

neer attorney Nathan-
iel B. Raymond. Mr. 
Raymond’s tireless de-
votion and dedication 
to his cause was recog-
nized by his colleagues 
upon his death in 1925 
when the then-named 
Rochester Bar commit-
tee wrote:

    “He gave more than 
labor, he practically 
gave his life, to the 
purpose of making this 
publication an agency 

of high professional ideal, coupled 
with public service. … He had a se-
rious appreciation of the dignity, the 
influence and the consequent respon-
sibility of the profession. … He won 
the admiration of all who knew of his 
work, the affection of all who knew 
him personally. …”

 So what would Mr. Raymond say of 
nominees and recipients of his name-
sake award, both past and present? 
I think, simply: “Job well done.” 

Respectfully,

Kevin M. Momot
Publisher
The Daily Record
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 Founded in 1938, Counsel Press 
is the largest appellate services com-
pany in the United States. We offer a 
full range of traditional printing ser-
vices as well as electronic filing capa-
bilities. Our experienced attorneys 
and paralegals provide procedural 
and technical advice to guarantee that 
Briefs, Records or Appendices are of 
the highest quality and compliant with 
all court rules. 
 We prepare and file over 8,000 
appeals annually, working with 1,500 
law firms (including 98 of the Am Law 
Top 100) and in addition with nu-

merous corporate and gov-
ernment agencies. Counsel 
Press is available to assist 
you, whether filing an ap-
peal at the New York State 
Appellate Courts, any State 
Appellate Court or Appellate 
Division, any of the 13 U.S. 
Federal Circuit Courts and 
at the U.S. Supreme Court.
 Counsel Press has lo-

cal offices in both Buffalo and 
Rochester. We also have offices in New 
York City, Syracuse, Walton, Wash-
ington D.C., Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Philadelphia and a number of cities 
throughout the nation. Every Counsel 
Press office has knowledgeable local 
staff with expertise in appellate proce-
dure.
  Counsel Press differentiates itself 
from the competition by having attor-
neys as sales consultants and trained 
paralegals specializing in appellate 
procedure. Clients have direct ac-
cess to this experienced staff, and are 
thereby provided with unparalleled 

Presenting Sponsor
expertise in all procedural aspects of 
the appellate process. This ensures fil-
ings are in compliance with all court 
rules. We use this expertise every day 
in (i) the sequencing and organizing of 
documents, (ii) drafting of motions, 
statements, certifications, indices and 
notices, and (iii) the general prepara-
tion, service and filing of documents in 
state and federal appellate courts. 
 Completed appeals are filed with 
courts both in paper and electronic 
formats as required by local rule. Our 
expertise also includes a full under-
standing of how the documents are 
used by the courts and how cases are 
processed. With this background, we 
supply our clients with advice in pro-
cedure as well as advanced presenta-
tion options. Because courts are grad-
ually moving to electronic formats, we 
have already transitioned our services 
towards an electronic output product, 
which we call E-Brief. 
 Currently “basic” e-filing and E-
brief are the two forms in which e-fil-
ing is effected. These forms are similar 

in that they are both PDF-based, but 
beyond that they differ in many ways. 
Basic e-filing requires the electronic 
submission of one single PDF file or 
document (typically just a brief), with 
the file containing only images of the 
pages, and there are no internal links 
within the document or external links 
to other documents or files. E-Brief dif-
fers in that the main document (brief) 
is fully hyperlinked to ALL supporting 
documents (including the lower court 
record, exhibits and any case law cita-
tions). Counsel Press E Brief services 
transform a paper brief with boxes of 
exhibits into a single electronic, hy-
perlinked digital format that is text 
searchable and submitted to the court 
on CD-ROM. 
 At first glance, Counsel Press 
would appear to be a legal “printing” 
company. As mentioned above, we are 
much more than that – highly skilled 
and regarded experts in the appellate 
process assisting attorneys with the 
preparation and filing of appeals. 
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 Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co. 
LLP is a regional professional ac-
counting fi rm that has provided au-
dit, tax and consulting services to 
many successful individuals and or-
ganizations for over 30 years.  Our 
practice includes over 75 profes-
sionals working in offi ces in Roch-
ester, Elmira, Ithaca and Hornell, 
N.Y.  We have earned a reputation 
for high-quality service by deliv-

ering measurable 
results that dis-
tinguish us in the 
marketplace.  Our 
clients range from 
small closely held 
concerns to large, 
publicly traded 
companies. To 
provide our cli-
ents the special at-
tention and exper-

tise they deserve, our fi rm utilizes 
specialized service groups with in-
depth experience in particular in-
dustries, including manufacturing, 
distribution, construction, real 
estate, retail, fi nancial institu-
tions, not-for-profi t organizations, 
healthcare, automotive dealers, 
other service organizations.
 At Mengel, Metzger, Barr, we 
measure our achievement by the 

success of our clients. Every client 
engagement is a partnership, built 
on a philosophy of mutual benefi t.  
This spirit has driven our growth 
since 1975 and continues to guide 
us as we assist all of our clients in 
meeting and exceeding their busi-
ness and personal goals. In addi-
tion to the traditional audit and tax 
services, we pride ourselves in the 
ability to offer additional exper-
tise in the areas of estate planning, 
management advisory, merger and 
acquisition services, as well as per-
sonal fi nancial planning.
 Giving back to the community 
that made us successful is one of 
the cornerstones of our philoso-
phy. That’s why you will fi nd the 
members of our fi rm spearheading 
United Way fund drives; serving 
on boards of corporations, not-for-
profi ts, and arts organizations; do-

nating time to professional organi-
zations such as the New York State 
Society of Certifi ed Public Accoun-
tants, the Estate Planning Council 
and the AICPA; and performing 
many other community-service 
activities. We take our community 
service responsibility seriously and 
encourage all members of our fi rm 
to work to improve the quality of 
life for all. 
 Whether you are an individual 
looking for greater fi nancial com-
fort or a business seeking valuable 
advice on a wide range of topics, we 
can help. By combining our busi-
ness and tax savvy with a personal 
style that acknowledges the unique-
ness of each of our clients, we have 
become trusted advisors to some of 
our region’s most successful com-
panies and individuals.

 West, a Thomson Reuters busi-
ness – 126 Years Young … and still 
growing
 In 1882, Briggs, Briggs & Hitch-
cock, a small Newark, N.J. law fi rm 
was hired to oversee the sale of the 
Ontario Southern Railroad. In or-
der to carry out this sale, needing 
the constant use of the Decisions 
of the Supreme Court, they often 

found themselves traveling to the 
Appellate Court library in Roches-
ter which had the only known set.
 Having a need for their own set, 
which were hard to come by, the 
Briggs sent out a mass mailing to 
lawyers country wide that offered 
to print and send them a copy of 
the Decisions if they would agree 
to pay $1 per volume. Over 2,500 

lawyers subscribed to that initial 
offer.
 The Lawyers Co-Operative 
Publishing Company was formed 
and continued to grow into a na-
tionally known provider of legal 
products which included the United 
States Supreme Court Reports and 
American Jurisprudence (Am Jur) 
in addition to hundreds of topical 
treatises in specialty areas of law.
In 1989, The Thomson Company, 
headquartered in Toronto, Cana-
da, purchased Lawyers Co-Op and 
its Webster printing plant.
 In 1996, The Thomson Compa-
ny purchased the West Company, 

located in Eagan, Minnesota.
 On April 17, 2008, The Thom-
son Company purchased Reuters, 
the international fi nancial and 
news reporting company. Today 
the combined Thomson Reuters 
company is the world’s largest fi -
nancial reporting organization in 
the world.
 The Thomson Reuters com-
pany, with an offi ce in Rochester, 
continues to be the preeminent 
provider of legal, tax, health, sci-
ence and accounting information in 
North and South America, Europe 
and the Pacifi c rim.

 Since its founding in 1986, Kar-
pus Investment Management has 
grown its assets under management 
at an annual rate of 20 percent. 
Known initially as a Cash Manager, 
then as a Fixed Income Manager, 

Karpus has been known for more 
than a decade as a fully-balanced 
Registered Investment Advisor with 
nationally recognized expertise in 
closed-end fund management.
 Its emphasis on safety 

through broad diversifi cation 
has served clients well. These in-
clude: Individuals, Corporations, 
Retirement/401(k) and IRAs, Taft 
Hartley funds as well as Endow-
ments, Foundations, Trusts and 
Estates. Some 36 employees at its 
single location in Pittsford provide 
an active, hands-on style of man-
agement.
 Proud to be a supporter of the 
Rochester area legal community, 
Karpus Investment Management 

has been a sponsor of the Nathan-
iel Awards since its inception 13 
years ago. Many distinguished 
persons have been honored by the 
Nathaniel Award over these years. 
We salute the 2008 candidates, all 
of whom have demonstrated great 
examples of leadership.
 For more information about 
Karpus Investment, please call us 
at (585) 586-4680.

 Newsradio 1180 WHAM is 
Rochester’s leading AM radio sta-
tion ... and one of the top rated 

News/Talk stations in the USA. 
Featuring late-breaking news and 
information, along with compelling 
conversation, 50,000 watt WHAM 
is owned by Clear Channel Com-
munications.
  The station was among the fi rst 
in the country, having gone on 
the air in 1922. The call letters, 
WHAM, were actually suggested by 
George Eastman.
  WHAM’s highly rated morning 
show is anchored by Beth Adams 
and Chet Walker. In fact, the two 

have been waking up Rochester for 
nearly 20 years!
  Bob Lonsberry gets Rochester 
talking each day from 11 a.m.-
2 p.m. ... and no one knows the 
Rochester sports scene better than 
Democrat and Chronicle columnist 
Bob Matthews, who’s been hosting 
Sports Talk on WHAM for more 
than 20 years.
  The WHAM programming 
lineup also features the top syndi-
cated names in the radio industry, 
including Rush Limbaugh, Glenn 

Beck, Sean Hannity and Michael 
Savage.
  And if you’re into football, 
WHAM is the place to be ... Roch-
ester’s exclusive voice of the Buf-
falo Bills!  
  Check out WHAM at 1180 on 
the AM dial ... and on the Web at  
www.wham1180.com.
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BY COLLEEN M. FARRELL
Daily Record Reporter

Although Michael Buckley is a 
nominee for this year’s Na-
thaniel Award, he said re-

cently that he doesn’t do volunteer 
work and provide pro bono legal 
representation for recognition such 
as awards. 

Buckley, an attorney with Harter 
Secrest & Emery LLP, said he does so 

because he can’t imagine not doing it.  
 “I think we all have an obliga-
tion, and I think different people 
have different talents and different 
resources and different interests,” 
he said. “But it seems to me we all 
have an obligation to help out where 
we can.”
 Buckley’s areas of interest are 
plenty. He’s the former chairman of 
the Highland Hospital Board of Di-
rectors and of the Highland Hospital 
Foundation as well as a former board 
member of the YMCA of Greater 
Rochester. He serves on the boards of 
Highland Hospital and Strong Part-
ners Health System, as well as serv-
ing as a board member, offi ce and 
legal counsel for the James P. Wilmot 
Foundation. He is a board member 
of the Wilmot Cancer Center and of 
Daystar, a Pittsford daycare and re-
spite program for medically fragile 
infants. 
 Buckley is passionate about the 
work of Daystar, whose mission is 
to help small children who have big 
problems “through no fault of their 
own.” 
 “It’s just a great cause,” he said. 
 Thomas Richards, corporation 
counsel for the City of Rochester, 
has known Buckley for more than 
30 years and nominated him for the 
award.
 “He’s always the guy who wont 
tell you ‘no,’”  Richards said. “He’s 
not someone who insists on being out 
in front or necessarily getting cred-
it for things. He just quietly holds 
up his end of the deal. That’s been 
something I’ve always admired about 
him.”

BUCKLEY
MICHAEL

H A R T E R , 
S E C R E S T 
&  E M E R Y  L L P

 Buckley also is a member of the 
American College of Trust and Es-
tate Counsel, the Trusts and Estates 
Sections of the Monroe County, New 
York State and Florida bar associa-

tions and the Estate Planning Council 
of Rochester. He served as chairman 
of the Banking Liaison Committee 
and of the Trust and Estates Section 
of the Monroe County Bar Associa-
tion and was a member of the execu-
tive committee of the New York State 
Bar Association’s Trusts and Estates 
Section. 
 “If we had a lot of people like 
him, we’d be in good shape,” Rich-
ards said.

H e ’s  a l w a y s  t h e  g u y 

w h o  w o n ’ t  t e l l  y o u 

‘ n o . ’  H e ’ s  n o t  s o m e -

o n e  w h o  i n s i s t s  o n 

b e i n g  o u t  i n  f r o n t  o r 

n e c e s s a r i l y  g e t t i n g 

c r e d i t  f o r  t h i n g s .  H e 

j u s t  q u i e t l y  h o l d s  u p 

h i s  e n d  o f  t h e  d e a l . 

T h a t ’ s  b e e n  s o m e -

t h i n g  I ’ v e  a l w a y s  a d -

m i r e d  a b o u t  h i m . ”

–  T h o m a s  R i c h a r d s , 

C i t y  o f  R o c h e s t e r 

C o r p o r a t i o n  C o u n s e l
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BY ELIZABETH STULL

Daily Record Reporter

Mary Corbitt administers 
dozens of programs as 
executive director of the 

2,200-member Monroe County 
Bar Association (MCBA). 
 The biggest, by far, has been 
the $2 million Partnership for 
Equal Justice, a collective proj-

ect that has successfully co-located 
four area legal service providers — 
the Empire Justice Center, Legal 
Aid Society, Monroe County Legal 

Assistance Center, Volunteer Legal 
Services Project — together with 
the MCBA and The Foundation of 
the Monroe County Bar at one cen-
tral downtown building near the 
courts.
 The project received national 
acclaim this year when the Ameri-
can Bar Association gave it the 2008 
Harrison Tweed Award. New York 
State Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye 
and the president of New York’s 
IOLA Fund both have toured the 
building and praised its features. 
It may be the fi rst such initiative in 
the country, and other associations 
have begun to express interest in 
adapting Rochester’s model.
 Corbitt has been a driving force 
behind the project. She was there 
seven years ago, when Past MCBA 
President June Castellano con-
vened a committee to discuss it, 
and she was there when the archi-
tect approved the plans. 
 Corbitt helped the six boards 
of attorneys negotiate a lease, sup-
ported the capital campaign and, 
on the day before the grand open-
ing, she was there at midnight — 
dusting and polishing, putting the 
fi nishing touches on The Hon. Mi-
chael A. Telesca Center for Justice. 
Throughout the process, Corbitt 
has been a knowledgeable point 
person and a driving force moving 
the project forward, bar leaders 
say.
 “Mary’s leadership, enthusias-
tic energy and dedication to the ide-
al of making justice available to all 
citizens, especially those least able 
to afford legal services, has mobi-

lized the entire Greater Rochester 
region,” said Anthony Palermo, 
of Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP in a 
letter supporting Corbitt’s nomina-
tion for the Nathaniel Award. “Her 
spirit of public service is conta-
gious.”
 “She is extremely hard working 
and is always looking for new and 
creative ways to do things,” former 
MCBA President Jill K. Schultz 
wrote in another letter supporting 
Corbitt’s nomination. Schultz gave 
Corbitt the President’s Award in 
2007.
 While she is not a lawyer, Cor-
bitt nonetheless is committed to jus-
tice and access issues. When asked 
at her 2001 job interview whether 
it concerned her that she doesn’t 
have a law degree, she reponded, 
“No. If I need a lawyer, I should 
be able to fi nd one,” she recalled. 
“My experience had been associa-
tion membership and marketing. 
My thought was that … I had the 
experience they needed.”
 Corbitt, a Rochester native, 
graduated from St. John Fisher 
College and once was assistant di-
rector of public relations for St. 
Mary’s Hospital, where she was 
born. She worked in healthcare 
for several years and served as 
director of corporate communica-
tions for the Rochester Community 
Individual Practice Association 
(RCIPA) before coming to the bar 
association.
 She served as president and re-
mains on the board at St. Joseph’s 
Neighborhood Center in the South 

CORBITT
E X E C U T I V E 
D I R E C T O R , 

M O N R O E 
C O U N T Y  B A R 

A S S O C I AT I O N
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continued on page 7A

Easton Thompson Kasperek LLP

www.etksdefense.com

Congratulations to our
colleague and friend

BRIAN
SHIFFRIN
on his selection as a finalist for the

Nathaniel Award
His dedication to the pursuit of          

justice for everyone in our community
is an inspiration to us all.
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 BY COLLEEN M. FARRELL
Daily Record Reporter

A law professor once told Bri-
an Shiffrin to fi nd a job that 
had meaning. It’s advice he 

took to heart. 
 Even after 30 years, colleagues 
say Shiffrin’s one of the fi rst attor-
neys to arrive and one of the last to 
leave in the Monroe County Public 
Defender’s Offi ce. 

 “There’s nobody in this offi ce 
that surpasses his commitment,” 
said his boss, Tim Donaher, the 
Monroe County Public Defender. 

“He’s always excited to be here 
and he’s always excited about the 
job he does, and his commitment to 
his clients is enormous.”
 Shiffrin, who is retiring from 
the offi ce at the end of the year, is 
a nominee for the 2008 Nathaniel 
Award. 
 “I’m very fl attered. It’s a joy 
and honor and I appreciate it,” 
he said. “And my work is not just 
my work. I wouldn’t be here for 
30 years if I wasn’t surrounded by 
people who do quality work. You 
want to work hard because the per-
son next to you is working hard.”
 For the last 10 years, Shiffrin, 
54, has been First Assistant Pub-
lic Defender. During the Brighton 
man’s career, he’s been on various 
boards and committees in the area, 
including serving as chair of the 
Monroe County Bar Association’s 
Criminal Justice Committee and 
Death Penalty Committee and on 
the Volunteer Legal Services Proj-
ect. 
 Besides helping clients, Shiffrin 
spends his days helping attorneys, 
too, Donaher said. He regularly 
gets calls from lawyers needing ad-
vice on how to handle a case. Attor-
neys who are new to the defender’s 
offi ce practically line up outside 
Shiffrin’s door to bend his ear. Do-
naher used to be one of them. 
  “I would talk to Brian about 
complex legal issues and off the top 
of his head he’d say, ‘You need to 
look at this case,’” he said.
 And since taking over the offi ce 
last year, Shiffrin’s advice has been 
“indispensable,” Donaher said.
 When he learned Shiffrin was 
retiring, his staff put together an 
online database of the intellectual 

property that’s been generated by 
the offi ce. Shiffrin holds much of 
it.
 “What sets him apart from oth-
ers in the offi ce is that the wealth of 
knowledge that he has in criminal 
law is enormous,” Donaher said. 
 Shiffrin, like other public de-
fenders, Donaher noted, could 
have worked in the private sector 

for far more money and fame. That 
he didn’t says a lot about him, he 
said.
 “He’s very proud of the fact 
that he’s a public defender,” Dona-
her said. 
 Indeed, Shiffrin said he can’t 
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ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES

Mark Phillips

585.733.2576

www.twilightentertainment.biz

continued on page 13A

W h a t  s e t s  h i m  a p a r t 

f r o m  o t h e r s  i n  t h e 

o f f i c e  i s  t h a t  t h e 

w e a l t h  o f  k n o w l -

e d g e  t h a t  h e  h a s  i n 

c r i m i n a l  l a w  i s  e n o r -

m o u s . ” 

–  M o n r o e  C o u n t y 

P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  T i m 

D o n a h e r

SHIFFRIN
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Congratulations!

Congratulations to the 
2008 Nathaniel Award 

Nominees!

We salute you for your 
dedication to the 

Rochester Community.

2 State Street Rochester, NY 14614
(585)987-2800  www.woodsoviatt.com

We’ve Been Invested In Upstate New York’s Future Since 1852.

Wedge, which delivers primary 
healthcare and mental health ser-
vices to the working poor.
 “Aside from Mary’s day-to-day 
efforts on behalf of the MCBA, she 
has been an indefatigable worker 
for many good causes throughout 
the Greater Rochester Commu-
nity,” attorney Justin L. Vigdor, 
chairman of the Partnership for 
Equal Justice Campaign, wrote in a 
letter supporting her nomination.
 In addition to the Partnership, 
Vigdor cited Corbitt’s role in estab-
lishing the bar’s DEAFund Pro-
gram for Rochester’s 50,000 deaf 
and hard-of-hearing people, its 
Diversity Clerkship Program and 
the Web site “howtochoosealawyer.
com.” 
 Schultz said Corbitt also led the 
successful effort to create a Town 
and Village Justice Education Pro-
gram and a Strategic Planning Ini-
tiative.
 “For me, it’s about access, 
whether it’s access to healthcare, 

access to legal services — especially 
in these economic times,” Corbitt 
said. 
 The Telesca Center for Jus-
tice at 1 W. Main St. remains her 

proudest accomplishment.
 The center is conveniently locat-
ed on a main bus route two blocks 
from the courthouse. By locking 
in long-term leases and sharing re-
sources such as conference rooms, 

a training center and common re-
ception area, the service providers 
expect to save money that can be 
put to better use, for instance by 
hiring more attorneys.

 “By making legal services more 
readily available to those who need 
but cannot afford them, Mary’s ef-
forts have also expanded and im-
proved public confidence in the ad-
ministration of justice,” Palermo 

CORBITT from page 5A

M a r y ’ s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c  e n e r g y  a n d  d e d i -

c a t i o n  t o  t h e  i d e a l  o f  m a k i n g  j u s t i c e  a v a i l a b l e 

t o  a l l  c i t i z e n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  l e a s t  a b l e  t o 

a f f o r d  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s ,  h a s  m o b i l i z e d  t h e  e n t i r e 

G r e a t e r  R o c h e s t e r  r e g i o n . ”

–  A n t h o n y  P a l e r m o ,  W o o d s  O v i a t t  G i l m a n  L L P

said.
   “It’s the realization of a dream 
and the creation of a new model 
for a bar association to centralize 
services for the poor and provide 
legal service to that segment of our 
society. It also is a focal point for 
lawyer education, and I fully ex-
pect that many other major bar as-
sociations throughout the country 
may adapt this model,” said U.S. 
District Judge Michael A. Telesca, 
who nominated Corbitt for the Na-
thaniel Award. 
 “She’s a dynamic leader. Law-
yers just don’t have the time to man-
age these things. You need profes-
sionals who are dedicated to make 
it happen,” Telesca said. “Mary’s 
a doer. There’s a lot of people that 
sit around [and say], ‘Somebody 
should do this, and somebody 
oughtta do that.’ Well, Mary Cor-
bitt is the person who makes it all 
work. She’s the ‘somebody’ that 
everybody has in mind.”



8A   •   Thirteenth Annual Nathaniel Award The Daily Record

The Nathaniel Award Advisory Panel

Each year a cross section of 
the Rochester legal com-
munity is charged with a 

very important task — selecting 
the Nathaniel Award finalists and, 
ultimately, a recipient.

Who are they?
 This year The Daily Record’s 
advisory panel is comprised of five 
members of the legal community 
representing various bar associa-
tions, the Paralegal Association of 
Rochester and volunteer legal ser-
vices.
 They evaluated the nomination 
forms submitted and determined 
this year’s honoree.
 Panel members include:

Sheila Gaddis

 A 1981 graduate of Seton Hall 
Law School, Sheila Gaddis began 
her legal career as an associate at 
the former Phillips, Nizer, Benja-
min & Ballon law firm, focusing on 
immigration law. She then served 
as executive director of the Alaska 
Youth and Parent Foundation in 
Anchorage for 20 years, providing 
services in juvenile justice, child 
welfare, mental health and the 
homeless services sectors. 
 Since 2002 she has served as 
executive director of Volunteer 
Legal Services Project and is 
active in the Greater Rochester 
Association for Women Attorneys, 
the Rochester Black Bar Associa-
tion and Alternatives for Battered 
Women and was a 2008 nominee for 
the 22nd annual Athena Award.

Greta K. Kolcon & Barclay for the last five years, 
where she specializes in environ-
mental law as well as insurance 
coverage.

T. Andrew Brown

 T. Andrew Brown,  the 113th 
president of the Monroe County 
Bar Association, is a graduate of 
the University of Michigan Law 
School. He is the co-founder and 
managing partner of Brown & 
Hutchinson and has practiced 
throughout the state of New York 
in the areas of civil litigation and 
employment law, providing general 
business counsel to individuals and 
businesses of all sizes.  He began 
practicing law in 1984 with the 
New York City offices of Nixon, 
Hargrave, Devans & Doyle (now 
Nixon Peabody LLP) and later 
relocated to Rochester with the 
firm.  Prior to launching Brown & 
Hutchinson in 1994, he also served 
as deputy county attorney for 
Monroe County representing the 
county in civil litigation matters, 
while also serving as an advisor 
to the county executive and other 
senior county officials. Brown’s 
clients have included  Fortune 500 
companies, small businesses, hos-
pitals, colleges and universities, 
public utility companies, munici-
palities and nonprofits. He has 
served as a mediator and an arbi-
trator on the commercial, inter-
national and employment panels 
of the American Arbitration Asso-
ciation since 1996. Brown formerly 
served as general counsel of the 
National Bar Association (NBA), 
the largest association of attorneys 
and judges of color in the world. 
He was a member of past NBA’s 
humanitarian delegations to South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, Botswana and 
Cuba with the purpose of advanc-
ing equality and democratic prin-

ciples. He is a past President of the 
Rochester Black Bar Association 
and a current member of the House 
of Delegates of the New York State 
Bar Association. Brown brings a 
broad and diversified background 
to the practice of law, including 
adjunct teaching positions with 
the State University of New York 
and past service on many boards 
and commissions.  He has received 
numerous awards for business and 
civic achievements, and recently 
was named a Super Lawyer, in 
addition to one of the best lawyers 
Upstate, by Super Lawyer Maga-
zine. He is a frequent presenter at 
seminars and conferences on legal 
matters, and has written and pub-
lished many articles.  

Rashondra Jackson

 Rashondra Jackson, president 
of the Rochester Black Bar Asso-
ciation, focuses her practice in the 
areas of Health Care & Human 
Services and Insurance Coverage 
at Hiscock & Barclay LLP.
 Jackson advises clients on reg-
ulatory and compliance matters 
involving Medicaid reimbursement, 
fraud and abuse laws, representing 
home health agencies, pharmacies 
and physician groups in civil and 
criminal investigations of alleged 
violations of Medicaid and fraud.  
She also counsels health care pro-
viders in developing, implement-
ing, and evaluating compliance 
programs.
 She is a 2002 graduate of the 
University at Buffalo Law School, 
The State University of New York, 
where she was the recipient of 
the prestigious Dale S. Margulis 
Award; associate editor for the 
Buffalo Women’s Law Journal, a 
parliamentarian of The Student 
Bar Association and president of 
The Black Law Student Associa-
tion. She also is a member of the 
National Bar Association and the 
Monroe County Bar Association.

 Greta K. Kolcon graduated cum 
laude from Stetson University Col-
lege of Law and a partner at Woods 
Oviatt Gilman LLP, where she is a 
member of the firm’s litigation and 
labor and employment groups.
 Kolcon is the immediate past 
president of the Greater Rochester 
Association of Women Attorneys. 
She served as a delegate to the 
Women’s Bar Association of New 
York (WBASNY) Judicial Screen-
ing Committee for the New York 
Court of Appeals in 2003.
 In 2002, Kolcon was recog-
nized by The Daily Record as one 
of Rochester’s “Up and Coming 
Attorneys,” an award that rec-
ognizes outstanding attorneys in 
practice less than 10 years.

DeAnna Martelle

 DeAnna R. Martelle is the 
current president of the Parale-
gal Association of Rochester and 
has been actively involved with 
the organization for several years.  
She is a 2000 graduate of St. John 
Fisher College, with a major in 
Political Science.  
 Martelle has worked as a para-
legal since 2000, and at Hiscock 
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BY ELIZABETH STULL
Daily Record Reporter

Elaine Gallina Spaull, Ph.D., 
has been a tax lawyer, a law 
professor and a Fulbright 

scholar — but she said recently 
that her current role as director 
of the Center for Youth is the most 
important work she has done.
 Last year she used her posi-
tion and her reputation in the com-
munity to single-handedly save 
the Rochester Teen Court. When 
the organization that previously 
sponsored Teen Court went un-
der, Spaull stepped in, adding the 
program to the Center for Youth’s 
roster of services and garnering the 
funds to keep it going.
 “Teen Court was in jeopardy 
over the past year until Elaine 
Spaull came to the rescue by raising 
over $100,000 to allow the program 
to fi nd a more permanent revenue 
source,” said Judge Frank P. Ger-
aci Jr., Monroe County Court, who 
presides in the Teen Court once a 
month.
 Teen Court is a diversion pro-
gram for fi rst-time, non-violent 
criminal defendants ages 16 to 18. 
In cases referred to Teen Court, 

the defendants have their criminal 
charges disposed of by teen peers 
acting as prosecutors, defense coun-
sel, court personnel and jurors. A 
sitting Rochester City Court judge 
presides over the proceedings and 
teen jurors recommend sentences 
such as community service, coun-
seling, or anger workshops.
 The 10-year-old program is run 
by two full-time employees and an 
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continued on page 10A

SPAULL

Thank you to
The 2008
Nathaniel Award Recipients
And all those who strive to
Make our community
A better place.

From the

The Kammholz Law Firm
 Legal Solutions for Severely Injured Clients

Fairport Offi ce Centre
1387 Fairport Road
Suite 620
Fairport, NY 14450

(585) 678-4500 Phone
(585) 678-4503 Fax

www.kammholzlaw.com
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AmeriCorps volunteer. It received 
city funding until 2006, when the 
city attempted to turn it over to 
another nonprofit organization, 
which failed.
 “What an amazing opportunity 
for a youth who struggles and gets 
into trouble to be exposed to a sup-
portive intervention rather than 
the law enforcement world and per-
haps end up incarcerated or with a 
criminal record which will last his 
or her whole life,” Spaull said in an 
e-mail. “Instead the youth has the 
opportunity for a positive inter-
vention, a connection with caring 
professionals, a chance to become 
a juror themselves and ultimately 
to stay out of the legal system.”
 As a collateral benefit, some of 
the youth trained as lawyers have 
gone on to law school.
 Spaull collected $125,000 in 
three months to keep the program 
alive and secured ongoing funds 
from the city and the city school 
district. The Wilson Foundation 
has also issued substantial grants 
totaling $25,000 since Spaull 
brought Teen Court to the Center 
for Youth.
 Christine Wilson, a foundation 
board member, said she has known 
Spaull for more than a decade.
 “What she has done for the 
Center for Youth … expanded 
services and deepened services, 

so that she’s really trying to get at 
the source of problems that kids 
are dealing with, not just provid-
ing care and shelter and services,” 
Wilson said. “And her relation-
ships with not only the kids, but 
her staff, is — it’s a nice place to 
walk into. Everybody seems to be 
very happy.”
 The Center was established by 
teens, for teens, more than 35 years 
ago. From 2006-2007, the Center 
for Youth served 22,864 young 
people with an operating budget of 
$4.5 million. It offers counseling, 
workshops and classes, emergency 
shelter, transitional housing, an al-
ternative to suspension, job train-
ing and crisis intervention.
 Before Teen Court, the Wilson 
Foundation funded Spaull’s apart-
ment project for homeless teens.
 “Elaine Spaull, an attorney, 
community activist, humanitarian 
is well deserving of the Nathaniel 
Award,” said Judge Geraci, who 
nominated her for the Award. The 
Monroe County Bar Association’s 
Awards Committee unanimously 
supported Spaull’s nomination.
 Spaull is a Rochester na-
tive. She graduated from George 
Washington University and went 
on to earn a master’s degree from 
Georgetown University, a Ph.D. 
and Higher Education and law de-
gree from the University at Buffalo 

Law School. She was a tax and cor-
porate law attorney at Nixon Pea-
body LLP and has been an associ-
ate vice president at the Rochester 
Institute of Technology (RIT). She 
teaches at both RIT and the Uni-
versity at Buffalo Law School.
 Her advocacy for youth has 
been recognized by state and local 
leaders. In July, Gov. David Pater-
son named Spaull to his Children’s 
Advisory Council.
 She also has served as co-chair-

woman of the Youth Services Qual-
ity Council, a 60-member coalition 
of youth-serving agencies, and on 
Mayor Johnson’s Anti-violence 
Work team and Mayor Duffy’s 
Youth Transition team. She is a 
founding member of the Friends of 
the Women’s Rights National Park 
in Seneca Falls.
 In January, she was elected to 
the Rochester City Council repre-
senting the East District.
 She sits on numerous boards, 
including the Foundation for the 
Monroe County Bar, the Monroe 
County Legal Assistance Corpo-
ration, the tax-exempt board of 
Rochester General Hospital, The 
Finger Lakes Film Board, the 
Monroe County Youth Board, and 
the Western New York Legal Aid 
Board. She has served on the Unit-
ed Way Cabinet as chairwoman of 
the Individual Subscriber Division 
and on the cabinet of the Campaign 
for Justice, which raises funds for 
Volunteer Legal Services Project.
 The Foundation of the Monroe 
County Bar presented Spaull with 
its Humanitarian Award and St. 
John Fisher College gave her the 
Jennifer Koon Peace and Justice 
Award earlier this year. The New 
York State Association of School 
Psychologists also selected her 
for the 2008 Friend of Children 
Award.

SPAULL from page 9A
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FROM LITTLE ACORNS…  
GIANTS GROW
With the beginning in 1882 in Newark, New York The Lawyers Co-Operative 
Publishing Company has grown. From that three-person law firm in Newark,  
New York, to being a large part of a global company with over 57,000 employees.

The legal profession still relies on the hundreds of publications produced in both 
print and on-line, that come from the over 700 employees in the Rochester office.

On April 17, 2008, The Thomson Company joined with Reuters, the international 
financial and reporting company to become the world’s largest financial  
reporting service. 

The new Thomson Reuters North American headquarters is situated at the cross 
roads of America… Times Square.

We salute the Daily Record for keeping the Rochester legal and financial 
communities informed for over a century.
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BY ELIZABETH STULL

Daily Record Reporter

John F. Speranza gets a lot 
of bad press, and he doesn’t 
mind a bit. 

 As a preeminent criminal de-
fense attorney in Rochester, Sper-
anza is used to seeing his name 
linked with notorious bad guys. 
That’s his job.
 He likes to quote the British 
barrister Henry Brougham (1778-
1868) on the role of an advocate, 
which is, essentially, to represent 
his client no matter what anyone 

else says or does. Speranza has 
lived that creed, and said recently 
he has never shied away from tough 
cases assigned to him in the state 
and federal courts.

 “They all have their own 
unique, interesting aspects,” Sper-
anza said.
 He has handled many murder 
cases, including suspected ma-
fi a hits. One of them broke every 
county record for trial length in the 
early 1980s: The trial of People v. 
Thomas Taylor and Thomas Tor-
pey — involving “Mad Dog” Joe 
Sullivan — began shortly after La-
bor Day and didn’t reach a verdict 
until early January.
 “This thing had all the trim-
mings of a fi lm noir. The shooting 
took place about a week before 
Christmas in front of a bar called 
the Blue Gardenia. It was day and 
night [media coverage] for over a 
year,” Speranza recalled.
 In the early 1990s he repre-
sented city policemen charged with 
abuse of force for their work on 
a special “jump out” vice squad 
formed to control the illegal drug 
trade. They were acquitted.
 “I guess [it was] good lawyer-
ing. It was a good lawyer team that 
we had,” Speranza said.
 He also won an acquittal in a 
$7.5 million Brinks armored depot 
heist and handled another case in-
volving horse trainers charged with 
fi xing races at the Finger Lakes 
Raceway.
 As he enters his 37th year at the 
bar, Speranza continues to take on 
tough, high-profi le cases. He rep-
resents former county legislator 
William Bastuk, who is accused of 
raping a girl at his yacht club, and 
Howard Eddy, whose boat hit a 
Lake Ontario pier last summer and 
killed three people.
 Speranza also has represented 
a lot of attorneys in professional 
disciplinary proceedings, often pro 
bono.
 Why does take on such often 
thankless cases?

 “It’s a profession and, in many 
ways, it’s an art form,” Speranza 
said. “It involves so many aspects 
of not only your intellect, but your 
personality. And from that per-
spective, it has always been fasci-
nating.”

 A graduate of Colgate Univer-
sity, he earned a Master’s degree 
in public administration from the 
SUNY at Albany and a law degree 
from Albany Law School of Union 
University.
 “He’s an outstanding defense 
attorney who’s not only shared 
his knowledge and expertise with 
younger lawyers, but he’s also 
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The MCBA Congratulates 
The Nathaniel Award Nominees 

Michael Buckley
Harter Secrest & Emery LLP

Mary Corbitt, Executive Director
Monroe County Bar Association

Brian Shiffrin
Monroe County Public Defender’s Offi ce

John Speranza
John F. Speranza Law Offi ce

Elaine Spaull, Executive Director 
Center for Youth

The Society for the Protection and 
Care of Children (SPCC)

Thank you to The Daily Record 
for its continued support 
of the legal community

Telesca Center for Justice
1 W. Main Street, 10th Floor

585-546-1817
www.mcba.org
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How can we portray the pur-
suit of justice, our system 
of law and excellence in an 

individual’s chosen profession all 
into one?
 This was the question The Daily 
Record asked itself when looking 
for a way to honor recipients of its 
Nathaniel Award. The newspaper 
turned to an internationally known 
sculptor for assistance.
 In 1996, the newspaper commis-
sioned Rochester sculptor Albert 
Paley to create a rendering repre-
sentative of the award to be framed 
and presented to the award recipi-
ents.

 The print is unique in the sense 
that no other organization honors 
members of the legal community in 
this fashion.
 Paley has been commissioned to 
do a number of projects, including 
sculptures for the Smithsonian In-
stitute and the University of Flor-
ida in Tallahassee. In the Roches-
ter area, he is well known for his 
Genesee Passage, a sculpture that 
greets visitors to the Bausch & 
Lomb headquarters. He also cre-
ated Bridge Railings for the City of 
Rochester when it was revitalizing 
Main Street.

Albert Paley’s inspiration for 
The Nathaniel Award print

SHIFFRIN from page 6A

imagine finding more meaningful 
and more significant legal work.
 “All of my clients are poor 
people who might not otherwise be 
getting the highest quality service, 
and I’m working in an organization 
that works to provide poor people 
with as good or better legal repre-
sentation than other people in the 
community,” Shiffrin said. “And 
it’s quite an honor.”
 Shiffrin admits the work can 
be challenging. There are percep-

tions about the clients in the pub-
lic’s mind –– that they’re guilty 
until proven innocent –– and even 
about the attorneys, Shiffrin said. 
Many assume they’re only work-
ing in the office because they’re 
not good enough for the private  
sector. And, if public defenders win 
a case, the public sometimes sees it 
as a miscarriage of justice, Shiffrin 
said. 
 Plus, the office’s resources are 
generally less than that of the police 

and prosecutors, he said, meaning 
public defenders must work that 
much more diligently to provide 
the best representation to their cli-
ents, of which there are many.
 “People are upset here at times, 
not because they don’t like the 
work, but because they’re worried 
they’re not doing enough for their 
clients, and that’s a tough thing,” 
Shiffrin said. 
 Despite retiring, he’s not leav-
ing law behind. He’s joining Easton 

Thompson Kasperek. But he’ll stay 
involved with his former employer.
 “I care very much about this of-
fice,” he said. “To the extent that I 
can be of help to our clients, I hope 
I can continue to do so.”

 His work is displayed through-
out the country and the Nathaniel 
Award is the first print rendering 
Paley has ever been commissioned 
to do.
 “I wanted something that was 
sophisticated and would be appro-
priate for acknowledging the honor 
being conferred upon the vari-
ous individuals,” he said. “With 
awards like this, I think this is re-
ally something that is underesti-
mated in our culture — the sense 
of symbolism. We deal on a day-to-
day basis with very pragmatic situ-
ations ... and symbolism seems to 
play a very small role in our daily 
conscientiousness. But I think that 
subconsciously a symbolic content 
is very important.
 “I think generally what the print 
deals with is this state of equilibri-
um where you have order and cha-
os that continually interact with 

one another,” Paley explained. 
“Order being the structure of law 
that regulates and evaluates hu-
man endeavor, which by its nature 
is chaotic an ephemeral and ever 
changing.”
 “In print you will see that there 
are logical systems of order that are 
dealing with other systems that are 
more fragmented and more chaotic 
and the one system interacts with 
the other,” Paley said. “There is 
some imagery like sheets of paper 
or parchment that is kind of spun 
through the composition and that 
very specifically relates to The Dai-
ly Record, whether its the newspa-
per or various briefs — that type of 
thing and the composition is any-
thing but staid — it is dynamic, it 
deals with emotion and interaction. 
And the same as human activity — 
it is not staid, it is not formal, it is 
one that is ever changing.”
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2007
The Hon. John C. Ninfo, 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court, on behalf 
of the Credit Abuse Resistance 
Education (CARE) program 

2006
The Honorable Frank P. Geraci Jr., 
Monroe County Court Judge;

Attorney Steven Modica, Modica 
& Associates;

Lifespan’s Long Term Care 
Ombudsman Program;

2005
10-year anniversary – all previous 
award recipients are recognized 
and honored again – no new 
awards are presented.

2004
Dean Fero, senior partner, Fero, 
Pilato & Ingersoll;

Monroe County Domestic Violence 
Intensive Intervention Team;

Beth Ela Wilkens, partner, Harris 
Beach;

2003
J. Coyne O’Brien, attorney, Allen 
and O’Brien;

Angelo G. Faraci, senior partner, 
Faraci & Lange;

Sharon M. Rivaldo, retired 
lieutenant,  Monroe County 
Sheriff’s Office;

Richard Rosenbloom, senior 
counsel,  Boylan, Brown, Code, 
Vigdor & Wilson;

Thomas Trevett, attorney,  Trevett, 
Lenweaver & Salzer;

2002
JoAnne Pedro-Carroll, Ph.D., 
director of Program Development, 
Children’s Institute;

Irving Kessler, partner, Underberg 
& Kessler;

James P. Mulley, Jr., special counsel 
to Monroe County Executive;

Judge Michael Telesca, U.S. District 
Court for the Western District of 
New York;

Susanne VanStrydonck, 
administrative caseworker, Child 
Protective Services;

2001
Catherine Cerulli, director of 
research, Family Violence Clinic, 
SUNY Buffalo School of Law;

Frank Crego, partner, Underberg 
& Kessler;

James S. Grossman, founding 
partner, Beebe, Grossman & 
Bergins, LLP;

Monroe County Bar Association’s 
Lawyers For Learning;

Carolyn G. Nussbaum, partner, 
Nixon Peabody LLP;

2000
Robert J. Duffy, chief of police, 
Rochester Police Department;

Bryan D. Hetherington, chief 
counsel, Public Interest Law Office 
of Rochester;

John W. Crowe, managing partner, 
Underberg & Kessler;

Judge Michael Miller, Monroe 
County Family Court judge;

The late Gary Amendola, partner, 
Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP;

The late Justice M. Dolores 
Denman, Appellate Division, Fourth 
Department, presiding justice;

1999
Steven L. Brown, executive director, 
Greater Upstate Law Project;

City of Rochester Drug Treatment 
Court;

The Nathaniel Award’s Past Recipients
The late Hanna Cohn, executive 
director, Volunteer Legal Services 
Project;

Magdalyn (Maggie) M. Cyganovich, 
estate paralegal, Boylan, Brown, 
Code, Vigdor & Wilson;

James Moore, partner, Harter, 
Secrest & Emery;

1998
Judge David O. Boehm, Appel-
late Division, Fourth Department 
Justice;

Judge William Bristol, Monroe 
County Court judge;

Robert Brown, partner, Boylan, 
Brown, Code, Fowler, Vigdor & 
Wilson (now known as Boylan, 
Brown, Code Vigdor & Wilson);

The Center For Dispute Settlement;
Justin Vigdor, partner, Boylan, 
Brown, Code, Fowler, Vigdor & 
Wilson (now known as Boylan, 
Brown, Code Vigdor & Wilson);

1997
Judge Evelyn Frazee, New York 
State Supreme Court justice;

Main West Attorneys at Law, Inc.;
Andrew Meloni, Monroe County 
Sheriff;

Rochester Police Department’s “Do 
the Right Thing” Program; 

Michael Wolford, managing part-
ner, Michael R. Wolford & Associates 
(now Wolford & Leclair);

1996
LeAnna Hart Gipson, executive 
director, Monroe County Legal 
Assistance Corp.;

Carole Mulhern, director, Monroe 
County District Attorney’s Victim/
Witness Center;

Rochester Police Department, 
Victim Assistance Unit;

Sanford Shapiro, senior  partner, 
Shapiro, Rosenbaum & Liebschutz;

Judge Charles Willis, former  
Seventh Judicial District 
administrative judge.
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BY COLLEEN M. FARRELL
Daily Record Reporter

For more than 100 years, the 
Society for the Protection 
and Care of Children has 

helped to care for children and 
families in the Rochester region. 
 Over time, its mission evolved 
from one of preventing child abuse 
and seeking the arrests of those who 
committed the crimes to supporting 
victims of domestic violence, teen 
parents and people navigating the 
court system.
 Founded in 1875, Rochester’s 
SPCC is the second-oldest of its 
kind in the country, and one of 
the oldest human service agencies 
in the community. It serves about 
8,000 people each year.
 The organization is a candidate 
for the 2008 Nathaniel Award. The 
Greater Rochester Association for 
Women Attorneys nominated the 
SPCC.
 “They provide an incredible 
service to this community and are 
an incredible recourse and support 
for family court and the practi-
tioners of family court and obvi-
ously give a lot to the families that 
participate in this program,” said 
Heidi Schult Gregory, president of 
GRAWA.
 Lisa Butt, president and CEO 
of the SPCC, said the nomination 
validates the hard work her 80 em-
ployees do. 
 The private, nonprofi t group 
provides services to victims of 
child abuse and neglect, domestic 
violence and community violence. 
The society’s offerings include af-
ter school programs, teenage par-
ent support services, and the Fin-
ger Lakes WIC Program, which 
provides nutrition education and 
counseling to 5,000 women and 
children each month. The organi-
zation also has a family outreach 
program with home-based inter-
vention services for children at 
risk of going into foster care and a 
family violence program that offers 
advocacy, support and counseling 
for children and families impacted 
by domestic violence. 
 For more than 20 years, SPCC 
has provided supervised visitation 
services for Article 10 proceedings, 

when children are placed in foster 
care through child protective ser-
vices. 
 Noting it can take months for 
a family matter to be settled in the 
court system, attorney June Castel-
lano said the SPCC stabilizes what 
can be a volatile situation for the 
family.
 “The programs offered by the 
SPCC allow my clients to work 
through their own trauma knowing 
their children are being kept safe 
and are in the counseling they need 
to address their emotional con-
cerns,” she said.
 Butt agreed.
 “I think we help to reduce the 
stress that the system often pro-
duces for families,” she said. “I 
think that we help families to focus 
on their children versus the litiga-
tion and improve the relationships 
they have.” 
 The SPCC recently received 
funding for its supervised visita-
tion program through the Violence 
Against Women Act. The grants 
were given to just 17 sites nation-
wide. SPCC will be able to double 
the capacity of its program. 
 Still, there are challenges. 
The WIC program, for instance, 
stretches out almost as far away as 
Ithaca and the the group works to 
make sure people in need know of 
the program.
 Overall, funding dictates how 
many people the SPCC can help, 
Butt said, and many programs 
have waiting lists. 
 “We always wrestle with the 
challenge of ... know[ing] there 
are people out there who need the 
services, but we need to connect 
them,” she said.
 The group does its work quietly 
and humbly and is an incredible 

resource, Castellano said.
 “I think they’re one of our un-
sung heroes in the community,” she 
said. “You don’t see them and yet, 

SPCC
T H E

T H E  S O C I E T Y 
F O R  T H E 

P R O T E C T I O N 
A N D  C A R E  O F 

C H I L D R E N

without them, with respect to the 
legal system as it attempts to serve 
children, [it] would be really ham-
strung.”
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SPCC President and CEO Lisa Butt (left) and VP of Programs Laurie Valentine



served on a number of commis-
sions,” said Judge Patricia Marks, 
supervising judge of the Criminal 
Court, Seventh Judicial District, 
and presiding judge in the Monroe 
County Drug and Mental Health 
Courts in Monroe County. “He’s a 
terrific lawyer and a credit to our 
community.”
 Speranza is chairman of the 
Character and Fitness Committee 
for the Seventh Judicial District, 
which reviews new attorney ap-
plications. He served on statewide 
court commissions on indigent de-
fense and the death penalty, and 
when New York had capital pun-
ishment, Speranza was a designat-
ed capital attorney.
 He was a regional representa-
tive to the criminal defense section 
of the New York State Bar Associa-
tion and a trustee of the Monroe 
County Bar Association. He has 
taught and lectured extensively.
 “He is probably one of the most 

SPERANZA from page 12A

eloquent speakers and prolific writ-
ers that I know,” said Judge Joseph 
Nesser, of Monroe County Family 
Court, who nominated Speranza 
for the Nathaniel Award. “He is a 
perfect example of a person who 
embodies the law as a noble profes-
sion.”
 Speranza has received the  
MCBA’s Charles F. Crimi Award 
(2001) and the Robert C. Napier 
Award (1993).
 What’s the secret to all of his 
success? 
 “Hard work. I’ve just been 
working very hard all these years. 
It always comes down to hard 
work,” Speranza said.
 “He continually impresses me 
with his ability, his dedication to his 
clients and his real respect for the 
law,” U.S. District Judge Charles 
Siragusa said. “If you want to see 
how a lawyer should act, you just 
need look no farther than John 
Speranza.”



Congratulations

address  100 Chestnut St. Suite 1200 Rochester NY.        phone   585.423.1860        website  www.MengelMetzgerBarr.com

to the nominees of the 2008 Nathaniel Awards
  from Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co. LLP

Mengel, Metzger, Barr & Co. LLP is proud of our history in providing accounting, tax and 
consulting services to clients in the Western New York Region.  In addition to our superior level 
of assurance and tax services, we also strive to find alternative ways to support our clients and 
the community.  We provide the following services with the highest level of integrity:

Consulting:                      
   Merger & Acquisition Support
   Turnaround Management
   Litigation Support
   Expert Witness Testimony
   Succession Planning

Tax:
   Business Valuations
   Cost Segregation
   Trust Accounting & Administration
   R&D and QETC Tax Credit Studies
   Estate Planning & Administration
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“Elaine ~ Congrats from 
the Board, the staff, and

our youth at The Center!”

Elaine
Spaull

www.pphotoinc.com

585-544-5156

Family

History

Begins

Here!

Paul Adams, CPA, CFE 
Senior Manager

Gina Bliss, CPA, CFE
Senior Manager

Norm Rice, CPA
Partner

John Gillette, CPA
Partner

Valuations and Appraisals

Expert Testimony

Corporate Fraud Investigations

Forensic Accounting

Asset Recovery Services

Financial Statement Analysis

Purchase or Sale Negotiations

Matrimonial Evaluations

Estate Planning

Call for a free consultation.

When litigation issues have 
financial ramifications... 

When value is the important issue... 

When investigative procedures 
require forensic accounting... 

Count on Rotenberg  & Co.’s experienced 
professionals to assist in making 

judgments with confidence.

1870 Winton Road S.    Rochester, NY 14618      (585) 295-2400      www.rotenbergllp.com

LITIGATION SUPPORT & FORENSIC ACCOUNTING



Counsel Press proudly
supports the 2008
Nathaniel Award
finalists

Counsel Press -
The Appellate Experts
www.counselpress.com

Robert Brucato, Esq.
Buffalo, NY

877-988-8288

LaFon Howard
Rochester, NY
866-431-5687

Specializing in:

NY Supreme Court, Appellate Div., 4th Dept., NY Supreme Court, Appellate Div., 3rd Dept.
NY State Court of Appeals, U.S. Court of Appeals, 2nd Circuit

Boston, MA · Buffalo, NY  · Chicago, IL · Iselin, NJ · Los Angeles, CA · New York, NY 
Philadelphia, PA  · Richmond, VA · Rochester, NY · Syracuse, NY · Walton, NY · Washington, DC

Our team of upstate ap-
pellate experts offers you
90+ years of combined
experience. When you
make Counsel Press a part
of your team you will al-
ways have the highest
quality, rule compliant, ap-
pellate filing possible.

Counsel Press offers our
clients expert service from
five locations across New
York State.  There is no
substitute for local cus-
tomer service.  We are
proud to have an expert
staff to serve you when
and where you need it.

The best service, in any
court, at any time.

Case Closed.


